MONTAIGNE  THE  MAYOR

lege of Guyenne, the mayor maintained his in-
terest ; towards the rival institution, of more
recent origin, presided over by the Jesuits, he
showed, as far as can be ascertained, no hostility;
but the college to which his father had sent him
when a boy, now presided over by the venerable
filie Vinet, claimed his special regard, and he
gave his official approval to the regulations which
were published in 1583 under the title, Schola
aqiiitanica. He pleaded with the lieutenant-gov-
ernor, Henri of Navarre, on behalf of those who
were suffering from restraints placed upon the
free navigation of the Garonne. He assisted in
making arrangements for the reconstruction of
the Tour de Cordouan, a lighthouse essential for
the security of sailors near the point where the
Gironde meets the sea. He journeyed to Paris
probably to secure the complete restoration of the
privileges of his fellow citizens. Montaigne had
not promised to be very zealous in public affairs,
and at times he preferred his quiet chateau to the
streets of Bordeaux; but upon the whole he was
better than his word.

By the convention of Fleix it had been deter-
mined that, with a view to securing judicial im-
partiality between the contending parties in the
province, a new Court of Justice for Guyenne, the
members of which were to be drawn from more
disinterested quarters than Bordeaux, should belerant, and discreet.
